Washington, D.C.Aread 1 August 2009

On 1 August 2009, 100+ people met at the new Cold
War Wing of the Navy Museum in the Washington, D.C.
Navy Yard.Of the total number in attendance, about 75
people were from thdJSS Forrestal (CVA-59) and
RVAH-11 commuities The purposef the eventvas to
dedicate a model of an RVAHL RA5C Vigilante. The

aircraftés mar kings, Burea

to those of one of the aircraft |02 years earlieaboard
Forrestal on 29 July 1967. The model had been
commissioned for donation to ti&old War Wingby the
current Commander of U.S. NavAlr Forces,VADM
Thomas J. Kilcline, Jr., USN, and his sister, Mrs. Mary
Kilcline Novak. In 1967 their father, theBDR Thomas

J. Kilcline, Sr., USN, waghe Commanding Cfcer
(CO) of RVAH-11 aboardForrestal CDR Ki | c |
Reconnaissance Attack Navigator (RAN) wdwsen
LCDR Vincent D. Monroe, USN. LCDR Monroe was
later lost over North Vietham on 18 May 1968 when
RVAH-11 was back in Tonkin GuyliVietnam,operating
off USS Kitty Hawk (CVA-63). Both of their names
appearontheRA C6s Canopy Rail s.

Following the Dedication and Reception, many of the
attendees moved on to the Vietham Wall for a memorial

service and wreath placement at Panel 24 East which has

the names of qul34 Shipmates who died on 29 July
1967. Respects were also paid at P&#IEast which
contairs the name of RVAHL 16 s L CDR Vi
Monroe USN,who wasshot down by AAA an&IA on

18 May 1968.

Finally, the group moved tdArlington National
Cemetery fo short memorial services at the USS
Forrest al o(n Sectiors 46) ohl8 afvhe 134
men who died on 29 July 196ahd at the gravéin
Section 11)f CAPT (thenLCDR) Vincent D.Monrog
USN, who wasKIA 18 May 1968

s

When entering the U.S. NavyWMMs e umé s new

Wing, the first thing seen is this huge model of USS
Forrestal (CVAB9). The model was produced by

Newport News Shipbuilding during the construction of
the ship. The aircraft models on the flight deck were
produced and placed therelater years.

mit ALE

i GABTOBob Novak, USN (Ret.), servedwell as the
event 6s emcee. CAPT Novak
Mary Kilcline Novakand, thereforey ADM Thomas J.
Kilcline, Jr. dratherin-law.

n

Commander of U.S. Naval Air Forces, VADM Thomas
J. Kilcline, Jr., USN, spoke about his childhood
Criem@riesV¥ tiis father, theBDR Thomas J. Kilcline,
Sr., USN, when he was the CO of RVAH in Sanford,
Florida and aboard USS Forrestal (CG88) in 1967.
VADM Ki l cline al so spoke
electronic aeriakeconnaissance capability has evolved
from its beginnings with the RAC Vigilante to today.
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A Left-to-right: Mrs. Suzanne Monroe; VADM Thomas J.

Brad Jones (RVAHL1/USS Forrestal/USS Kitty Hawk) Kilcline, Jr.; and é\fr;; al\:llalgyvzllﬂliclllne I%Io(\éa# : i\SAJgS: t 2

spoke about RVAHL 1 6 s act i vi-1968eas f E?‘H .e‘_jl be':ﬁo% h ) Ki for its i
NAS Sanford, Floridaaboard USS Forrestal (C\V89) aboarlglgg?:or?est;i C"’:;::Su;;‘oen rzngagljlr;giQGCJ?r IS time

in Vietham in 1967and aboard USS Kitty Hawk (CVA
63) in Vietham in 19671.968.

Left-to-right: VADM Thomas J. Kilcline, Jr.; Mr.
Michael McLeod; and Mrs. Mary Kilcline Novalt the
request of the KilclinesMichael McLeod produced the
model of the RVAH11 RAS5C Vigilante that he is
Ken Killmeyer (1967 Forrestal Shipmate and USS  holding All markings are as they were in 1967. The
Forrest al Mistosian)c spake ialmont OUSS Bureau Number (149305) is that of a Vigilante lost in
Forrestal (CVA59) in Vietnam in 1967 and the USS  theForrestalfire on 29 July 1967 and the Nose Number

Forrestal As s adiiitastandomedasial o n F@P) ig ghat ofL CDR Mo rRVAHe1d RASC
services. Vigilante lost to AAA over North Vietnarin 1968.




